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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
Delta Beta Omega Chapter, Phoenix, AZ 

                  AKARAMA Meeting Minutes 
Teleconference  

October 27, 2021 
 

Board Meeting Members in Attendance 
President Shawn Gear, First Vice President Angela Johnson, Secretary DeSheania Martin,   Treasurer Lisa Davis, 
Member Tracy Lewis, Member Rochonne Simmons, Member Eula Saxon Dean, Member Carla Gentles,  Member  
Lavern Tarkington , Member Tonette Echols, Member Tetonia Blossom ,Member Kamaria Saunders, and   
Member Maria Bailey Benson 
 
Call to Order                                          Member Shawn Gear 
6:03pm 
Meditation                                                                                                             Member Eula Saxon  
Galatians  5 and 13 
Approval of Minutes                                                                                                                     Member  Shawn Gear 
Member  Carla Gentles   moved  that  the June meeting minutes be approved as presented.   
Seconded and passed by Member Eula Saxon Dean. 
 
 
Report of the President                                                                                        Member Shawn Gear 
 
MISSING REPORT 
Scholarship                                                                                                                           Member Lavern Tarkington 
12 students received care packages at their current address within various universities given to them by 
scholarship committee members. Committee stayed within budget .   
 
Partnerships and Collaborations                                                                                       Member Marie Bailey Benson 
 The Grant was renewed for Gila River Gaming. Starting in 2022-2023 programming year allocated amount is  
48,623 . The stem program served 60 kids this summer. Partnered with Rogers Ranch elementary school  in which 
½ students are Latino and 25% are black children. 
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Report of the Treasurer                                                                         Member Lisa Davis 
The Tamiouchos report was submitted and presented  by Soror Lisa  Davis. The Chapter will file for Audit. 
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Member Eula Saxon Dean moved that we accept the grant for Delta Beta Omega in the amount of $44,100.00. 
Director Angela Johnson seconded. 
 
Member Tonette Echols moved that we amend  the budget and take target 3 budget back to what it was 
previously and consider doing an event after the foundation gets a better budget.  
Member Tracy Lewis seconded and passed 
 
Vote was Original amount going back  to $38,550.00 from $44,100.00 The program chair will take it back to target 
3 committee for further consideration. 
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Programs Update                                                                                                                            Member Angela Johnson 

PHOENIX AKARAMA FOUNDATION 
PROGRAM REPORT 
OCTOBER 27, 2021 

 
 
Activities Since Last Meeting: 
 

 The 2021 Virtual HBCU Fair took place on Saturday, September 25th from 9:00am – 12:00pm. This 
year’s theme was “HBCUs: A Stellar Shot at Success.”  There were over 200 registrants for this event 
that included various workshops for students and there was also a parent workshop. All participants 
received an HBCU Fair notebook and a thumb drive in the mail following the event. During the event 
one Book ship in the amount of $1,000 was given to a Tennessee State University student who is 
majoring in biology with a minor in psychology. 

 #CAP held its virtual kickoff program on Saturday, October 23rd from 10:00am – 12:00pm. During the 
first half of the program, students were enlightened with a presentation by Jill Goldsmith, who 
discussed the Do’s and Don’ts of College App Essay Writing. Jill previously worked with a student who 
received over $1 million in college scholarships that were mostly awarded due to an outstanding essay 
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that Jill shared with the participants. The second half of the program was dedicated to the Common 
Black College App presentation, where High School Seniors were moved to one breakout room while 
the others went into a separate room where they discussed the preparation needed for their senior year. 
The use of the Common Black College App was paid for by Phoenix AKARAAMA Foundation so that 
high school seniors could apply to dozens of HBCUs at one time, free of charge. 

 In acknowledgement of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, member Dr. Michele Halyard recorded four 
short videos surrounding breast cancer awareness and education that we have posted on our social 
media platforms. We are also collecting bras for the Bra Recyclers, LLC. The type of bras we are 
collecting are sports bras and regular bras, new, pre-loved/gently used and worn bras, and post-surgery 
breast cancer supplies and accessories (Mastectomy Bras, Prosthesis, Camisoles Sleeves, etc.). The Bra 
recyclers, LLC will collect the bras and in-turn donate them to Impact One Breast Cancer Foundation, 
a Phoenix-based non-profit organization who provides these bras to uninsured women. 

 In support of Caregiver’s awareness month, we have given a donation of $500 as a Session Sponsor to 
the FIBCO Family Services “Real Talk” Series that will be held on Saturday, November 13th. This 
virtual program will feature healthcare providers and caregivers highlighting the challenges of 
Alzheimer’s, Dementia, and caregiving within our community. 

 On Saturday, October 2nd, members of the Phoenix AKARAMA Foundation met to assemble and 
deliver 100 Kindness Kits to Circle the City and will be distributed to the Phoenix homeless 
population. The kits included essential items such as toothbrushes and toothpaste, socks, sunblock, lip 
balm, water, non-perishable snacks, and even a note of encouragement to remind our neighbors that 
they are loved!  

 Throughout this year we have been asking members to track their donations to black-owned 
businesses, and as of October 6th we have tracked $108,500.07 in black dollar spending. We continue to 
encourage our members to continue tracking their economic impact at the local, regional, and national 
level.  

 We are partnering with Grow with Google to host a series of free webinars that are open to the 
public. The first webinar took place on Tuesday, October 26th at 6:30pm and was titled “Improve Your 
Resume with Practical Strategies”.  We will host an additional workshop focused on small business 
owners on Tuesday, November 9 from 6:30-7:30 called “Reach Customers Online with Google”.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Angela Johnson 
First Vice-President and Program Chair 
  

 

New request                                                                                                                                     Member Shawn Gear                                                                                               

Links Incorporated > Phoenix Emerald Foundation has an annual golf outing and it’s for scholarship.  The 
event was held on October 2, 2021; Delta Beta Omega was not in session and would have missed the September 
deadline. $250.00 for a  T sign sponsorship  and Phoenix AKArama would be listed  on the website. 

 Member Eula Saxon Dean moved that we make a $250.00 to The Emerald Foundation .  

Member Tracy Lewis seconded and passed. 

Sphinx Educational fund  > Thurgood Marshall Brunch  will be held on October 30, 2021.  Alpha Phi Alpha will 
be needing support for the brunch  however a  specific amount was not   requested. 

  Member Eula Saxon dean moved that we make a $250.00 donation to the Sphinx Educational Fund 
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Seconded and passed by Member Angela Johnson  

Old Business                                                                                                                                      Member Shawn Gear   

none 

New Business                                                                                                                                     Member Shawn Gear   

none 

Adjournment                                             Member Shawn Gear 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

DeSheania Martin        Shawn Gear 
DeSheania Martin, Recording Secretary                                       Shawn Gear, Foundation President 
 


